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Is funding for Social Security and 

Medicare safe, which some in that 
party, particularly on the MAGA wing, 
think should be cut? We don’t know. 
Show us the plan. 

The silence is unacceptable because 
the American people have a right to 
know whether they are going to see 
crucial services suddenly dry up. And if 
Republicans don’t get their way, Amer-
icans have a right to know whether or 
not the hard-right GOPers are really 
prepared to lead the House Republican 
conference to push the United States 
to default and whether the Republican 
House, led by MCCARTHY, will follow 
them over that devastating cliff, send-
ing costs spiking on everything from 
credit cards to auto loans, to mort-
gages. 

We have seen in realtime how dan-
gerous it is for Speaker MCCARTHY to 
have empowered the most extreme ele-
ments of the GOP to set the agenda in 
the House. The MAGA wing of the 
GOP, which has set the rules on how 
the House should run, has left no doubt 
that, under their watch, no form of 
funding, however necessary, is safe. 

Democrats, meanwhile, have been 
very clear about our position. When it 
comes to the debt ceiling, there can be 
no brinksmanship, no threats, no hos-
tage-taking. This is simply too impor-
tant. It has to get done. 

Republicans need to show their plan 
to the American people. The clock is 
ticking on the debt ceiling every day. 
We must make sure that a first-ever 
default doesn’t occur. Yet Republicans 
are making it more and more likely. 

f 

GATEWAY PROGRAM 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
now, on Gateway, tomorrow is a big 
day for New Yorkers, as we welcome 
President Biden to celebrate progress 
on the most important infrastructure 
project in America, the new Gateway 
rail tunnel. 

This day has been a decade in the 
making. The Northeast corridor is the 
busiest passenger rail line in the coun-
try, and the crossing under the Hudson 
is its most important nexus point. But 
for far too long, these two single-track 
tunnels have been badly in need of re-
pairs. 

After Hurricane Sandy devastated 
New York and the experts said there is 
limited time in which they will be op-
erable, fixing the tunnel became one of 
my greatest passions, a labor of love, 
because I love New York and, without 
it, New York’s economy would come 
screeching to a halt. For years, I 
worked hard, bringing together public 
and private partners from New York, 
New Jersey, and Amtrak to get every-
one on the same page on Gateway. We 
met a lot of resistance along the way. 

When President Trump was in office, 
he tried to freeze progress on the Gate-
way project altogether, going as far as 
holding it hostage in negotiations over 
the border wall. Still, I was proud that, 
even during the Trump administration, 

I was able to double, triple, quadruple, 
and, in one case, increase tenfold the 
funding for various Federal spending 
accounts pertaining to Gateway be-
cause I knew that one day—one day— 
President Trump would no longer be in 
office. 

Now, thanks to our bipartisan infra-
structure bill and with great help from 
President Biden, Gateway is moving 
forward. Under our infrastructure law, 
tens of billions of more dollars have 
been dedicated to Federal accounts, 
which will support Gateway and many, 
many other large projects in the coun-
try, and this is something I am very, 
very proud to celebrate. 

I will have more to say in New York 
tomorrow, but, today, I want to affirm 
once again that progress on Gateway is 
a very important example of how our 
infrastructure bill is making life better 
for millions of everyday Americans. 
Building two new tunnels and updating 
the existing tunnels will lead to work 
with good-paying union jobs—tens of 
thousands of jobs—and lead to a burst 
of economic activity for decades to 
come. 

I want to thank President Biden for 
making the trip to New York tomor-
row, and I am happy to say that, after 
a lot of hard work and a lot of stubborn 
persistence, our efforts are finally pay-
ing off. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS 

Mr. SCHUMER. On a final note, 
Madam President, last Thursday, I an-
nounced the slate of committee mem-
bers for the 118th Congress on the 
Democratic side. I want to thank every 
one of my colleagues for their contin-
ued good work and readiness to make 
life better for the American people. I 
expect that, by the end of this week, 
we will have the full slate of all the 
committees fully locked in, enabling us 
to move forward on the important 
work we have before us. 

We got a good deal—a tremendous 
amount—of bipartisan work done last 
year, and I am optimistic and hopeful 
that we can likewise continue this year 
in a productive, bipartisan spirit when-
ever possible. I look forward to having 
all committee memberships announced 
in full really soon. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

AMERICAN ENERGY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

the new Republican House of Rep-
resentatives has already done more to 
protect our Nation’s Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve than the single-party 
Democratic government did in the last 
2 years. 

First, House Republicans passed leg-
islation that would ban the Federal 
Government from selling energy from 
the SPR to benefit our Nation’s No. 1 
strategic adversary—the Chinese Com-
munist Party. Then, last week, the 
House followed on by passing H.R. 21, a 
bipartisan bill that would require the 
Department of Energy to offset any 
nonemergency drawdowns of the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve by expanding 
access to America’s abundant domestic 
energy on Federal lands. Speaker 
MCCARTHY and Chair CATHY MCMORRIS 
RODGERS were right to make American 
energy security a top priority for their 
new majority. 

It is too bad that it is even necessary 
to protect our Nation’s emergency en-
ergy reserves from our own Com-
mander in Chief and his party, but un-
fortunately the Biden administration 
has proven that it is necessary. 

Last year, with his party hurting at 
the polls, President Biden released 
more than 200 million barrels, leaving 
America’s strategic reserve at its low-
est level since 1983. To make matters 
worse, this political gamble didn’t just 
leave America less secure, it directly 
benefited China. President Biden’s De-
partment of Energy hadn’t just sold off 
critical supplies; they sold some of 
them—listen to this—directly to a Chi-
nese refining company. 

Last year, Senate Republicans put 
every Democrat on the record with an 
amendment to clamp down on selling 
our strategic reserve to China. Senate 
Democrats blocked it. The Democratic 
Senators from States like West Vir-
ginia, Montana, and Ohio voted on 
party lines to let the Biden administra-
tion continue to sell our reserves to 
the CCP. 

Democrats’ recklessness with our en-
ergy reserves actually predates this 
particular administration. Remember 
back when oil prices were at historic 
lows during the early days of the 
COVID pandemic? We Republicans 
tried to refill the SPR to the top. We 
could have totally replenished our 
stockpile at bargain-basement prices. 
But the Senate Democrat leader 
blocked it and bragged about blocking 
it. Our colleague crowed that his party 
had stopped a ‘‘bailout for Big Oil.’’ Of 
course, what he really blocked was a 
win-win for national security as well as 
the American taxpayer. 

Washington Democrats have been 
dead wrong on how to handle our stra-
tegic reserve literally for years. This is 
just one symptom of their deep mis-
understanding about energy, about the 
importance of American energy domi-
nance and the way to achieve it. 

Across the Atlantic, war in Ukraine 
has brought the vulnerability of Eu-
rope’s dependence on Russian energy 
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